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May/June Calendar

May 2 (Fri )
Professional Day, no clases

May 8 (Thurs)
Executive Committee Meeting, 9:15am

May 21 (Wed)
Board Changeover Meeting, 7:30 pm

May 26 (Mon)
Memorial Day, school closed

May 27 & 28 (Tues & W ed))
Last Days for Preschool

May 29 & 3 O (Thurs & Fri)
Last Days of Extended Care

June 3,45 &6 (Tues -Fri)
Primary School Haf Days

June 6 (Fri)
Primary School Last Day

The Tower Hill School Newsletter

May 2008

Please join us for the
annual

Boad Chageover
Mesting

Wednesday, May 21, 7:30pm
Webster Hall

foy

DIRECTOR’S DESK
By SisadeBgard

It seems just like yesterday that | waswelcoming everyone
to school on their first day. | can hardly believe that this is
our last Coop Scoop for the school year. Itis aways difficult
for me to put into words the joy of being the Director of
such a wonderful school. To besurrounded by such a gpecial
group of families, children and staff, | am truly blessed. It
isamazing to observe the children’s growth throughout the
year and the many friendships that begin at Tower Hill
School and continue for a lifetime.

My best wishes to Kathy Clapp who resigned as
Administrative Assistant to accept a position in a friend’s
new business. | want to congratulate Jennifer Kelly,
Administrative Assistant and Maria Lewis, Receptionist and
Extended Care Bookkeeper in their new positions. | look
forward to working with these two very talented women.

There have beenmany special times this year. Special guest
speakers who taught the children why “It's OK to be
Different”. It is always remarkable to watch children and
parents growing and becoming more secure in the
challenging world around them. To see all the bright shiny
faces of your dear children coming to school opening day
with their parents by their side is unforgettable. And
imagine the birth of approximately 10 future Tower Hill
School students!

Fall brought school pictures with Mr. Tuna fish, Halloween
parades, and for many children, the first time away from
Mom for a whole two or two and half-hours. We cekbrated
Thanksgiving together with many yummy treats, and at
Christmas time collected school supplies for children less
fortunatethan wewere. Thechildren sang so beautifully for
the “Young at H eart” luncheon, and we visited the sanctuary
to see the Kindergarten Christm as Pageants. The mild
winter didn’t bring us any skigh riding days. We'll just have
to wear our pajamas inside out more frequently. In
February who could forget the wonderful evening we had at
the fundraising dinner, “One Small Step for Tower Hill, One
Giant Leap for our Children” and then in April “Bear Fair”.
What a fun day we had spending time together playing
games, making boats in “Grandpa’s Workshop” and eating
yummy baked goods! (Oh and who could forget the lollipop
tree.)



Toall of the parents who volunteer theirtime at Tower Hill
School in so many ways, to the Board of Director’s and
Executive Committee for always supporting the school
philosophy, and to Adrienne Hoban for her beautiful smile,
sense of humor and contagious enthusiasm, | thank you
from the bottom of my heart! Special thanks also go to our
Coop Scoop Co-Chairs, Karen McKay and Susan Murray
for acreative and informative newsletter every month. To
the staff, | couldn’t do it without you as you enrich my life
in so many ways. | hope all of you have a safe and relaxing
summer. It hasbeen a wonderful year and very rewarding
in many ways. | can’t wait to put on my new schoa shoes
next year!

BOARD PRESIDEN T
By AlrennEoban

P

One of the highlights of the Tower Hill school year is our
favorite Bear Fair and | know | speak for all of you who
attended when | say it was a superb day!Our thanks go
out to Lori and Frank Brusco, Cathy Romano and their
entire committeefor working so hard in putting together
this festival of smiles and groovin’ tunes courtesy of
Michael M axwell and Dan Corboy’s band, The Wag. This
event just keeps getting better and better each year!

Finally, the sounds I've been waiting to hear all year long
have arrived. No, it isn't the sounds of spring birds
singing their sweet songs but the noisy, crashing sounds
of construction equipment demolishing the upper
playground! Our heartfelt thanks go out to Andrea
LeLand and playground architect Jim Gilday for all of
their hard work year long in making our dream a reality!
Their efforts as well as dl of your generous donations
have enabled us to build a new playground for
generations of Tower Hill children to enjoy for many
years to come. Photos were taken to document the
playground in itstired state from many years of love and
fun as wel as groundbreaking photos of some of the
children alongside the bulldozers. Their excitement was
palpable! The old playground no longer exists and
anticipation is in the air aswe eagety await the progress
Stay tuned folks!

As you can imagine, | have spent many hoursthroughout
theyear in the school officeworking with Susan preparing
for monthly Board of Directors and Executive Committee
meetings or just having one of our daily chats. You may
have sen me as a fixture a Eileen’s desk where | was
writing speeches, letters to parents and monthly Coop
Scoop articles or corresponding via email to various

parentrepsand committee chairs.But | wanted to share with
you what | saw each arnd every time | stood at the copier
waiting for my work to spit out. Over the copier hangs a
beautiful water color painting of Tower Hill School with these
words:

Tower Hill is a place where you can be slent and still be
heard...

Where you can ask and find out who you are...

Where people laugh with you about yourself...

Where sorrow is divided and joy multiplied...

Where we share and love and grow.

This precious painting was a gft to the schod from a former
parent and poignantly describesthe spirit of Tower Hill. You
all know how much | lovethisschool as | have expressed my
sentiments many times throughout the year. This is such a
remarkable school and it is the perfect harmony of parents
and staff working together in the spirit of true cooperation
that makes our children thrive. This has been such a
wonderful year and it has been my honor and pleasure to
have served as President and | couldn’t have done it without
the support and guidance from my dear and loyal friend
Susan deBrigard. Her patience,kindness andloving ways set
the tone for the entire school. | look forward to applauding
Jennifer Bruno for the great job she will do next year at the
helm. Unlike my predecessors, | will be staying at Tower Hill
for another year, so no tears will be shed --at least not this
year!

I'd like to thank the Board of Directors for their support, |
have enjoyed working with you! And to the Executive
Committee,l'd like to thank every Parent Rep and Committee
Chair for their great work all year to keep the school running
so smoothly. Your enthusiasm wascontagiousand with many
of you returning to your positionsnext year, | know it will be
another greatyear! To the beloved staff of Tower Hill, I'd like
to express my sincere gratitu de. You are the heart of this
school and you have made such a lasting impact on our
children and families as a whole. | will always cherish the
wonderful memories you have created for us here in this
special community that is Tower Hill. This school is a gem
that will never loseits radiance! To all of our school families,
I hope you have had a special year making new friends and
watching your children blossom. | wish everyone a safe and
fun filled summer!

TH ChehFely Nhstries

July 2125-Vadion Bble
SchoolDiscovemg Jess’
MracubusPowe)

Awst 1115- SummeMsic Camp God'’s
Credion)




In the
BEAR FAIR
GUMMY BEAR JAR
there were

2336 bears!

L
Winners

Lillian Chen, age 3 (2500)
Addie Spencer, age 11 (2115)
Alexandr a Gmoch, age 5(2044)

Runners up: Kathryn, age 7 (2006),
Mackenzie, age 3 (2000) , Olivia Br uno, age
5 (1967), Jack Prewit, age 4 (1865), Liam,
age 7 (1850), Andr ew Romano,age 3 (1825)

\isionforthe Hil

enfancing our capabillias lor minisiny

Tower Hill Church is embarking on aVision for the
Hill initiative. It's a 3-year plan to fix some pressing
problems in the 50-year-old church building - to make
enhancements that will help the Church minister more
effectively - and to bring new focus on vital mission
outreach to the community and abroad.

Examples of improvements include installing air-
conditioning to Webster Hall and the parlor, adding an
elevator, and providing larger, up-to-date handicapped-

accessble restrooms.

10% of the Vision for the Hill fund will support new
mission outreach through an expanded partnership with
Aslan Youth Ministries - to help their work in Red Bank

and Asbury Park, and also in Haiti.

Please beaware as youvisit Tower Hill School in August
and September that you will start to see sone of these
exciting improvements and that we will be working to

minimize any inconvenience to the school’s daily
operations.

& Reminders

BOOKKE EPING DETAILS
by Jen Kelly

We arein the home stretch! 1'd like to thank everyone for
making my first year asExtended Care Bookkeeper a great
one. Just afew reminders.....

Payment for permanent spotsmustbe received by
the fir st of the month.

Payment for extended care and sibling careis due
each time your child attends.

If you have abalance exceeding $200, your child
will not be able to attend EC/Sib Care until
payment has been received.

Fortunately, we have not had to keep anyone from
attending because of significant balances. Thank you for
making payments in a timely manner. Although
statements are sent out monthly if there are existing
balances,| would ask that you pleasemake every efortto
pay appropriately as stated above.

To keep things running smoothly as we enter the last
weeks of school, all sibling care and extend care payments
are due by Friday, May 23. Please make payments in
advance or on the day your child attends. This will be of
great help as we prepare to close the books for the year.
Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

Thak You

We justwanied to say aHUGE thank you to the
Spiing Dinner Fundraising Committee! You all
worked sdnard with samuch enthusiasm and joy
That big ple of drt behind the schod is the
reward! We ejoyed getting to know gu and
hope you have wonderful sammed

Amy Prewett &Amy Sullvan




To Ewrycme o the Toys and Equipmen
committee:

Thanks or al of your hard wok! We mettwice
this year to dean the cdasmom toys in our

children'sclassroms. Both times, the turnout wag

great. Allofthe parents pitched in and the ale
ups were a beee. Thisis a huge hdp to the
teachersand heps keg the children healty!
Thanks agaifor dedicatinggour time ad enegy.
This isa god exanple ofthe kinds of invside
tasksthat keep our schod ship shape!

Follow thesestefsto disinfect washablegolorfast
toysat home:

1. Clea toyswith a soluton of 3/4 cuphousetold
bleach in 1 gdlon of water. Let them stand for 5
minutes.

2. Rnse conpletely and dry.
3.Wash toysin sapy water, hen ring
thoroughly.

Michele & Joe L¥alle
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May 3 - Lauren Badal
May 13 - Nancy Swensen
May 25 - Julie Beard
May 27 - Kathy Clapp
June 6 - Fran Gorski
July 25 - Lisa Pershan
July 27 - Eileen Callori
August 10 - JoyceHirt
August 16 - Laraine Gaunt
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See You S oon!
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Kaag f Busy

by Shirlg Hughes

Painting apicture
For Everyone to see.

Building atower -
How high will it be?

Raising a dust cloud,
Sweeping the floor.

Making sandy castes
On the seashore.

Keeping step - left, right -
Marching together.

Stomping in the mud and damp,
Who cares about the weather?

Chatting on the telephone -
Is anybody there?

Bouncing high and showing off
With both feet in the air

Hammering in the wooden pegs,
Hitting each with care.

Eating up my supper
On my own littl e chair.

Stretching out with both hands,
Catching the ball.

Then resting on a cushion,
Doing nothing at all.



A Farewell, A Remembrance

By Greg Hyduke

In the spring of 1995, my wife, Lisa, and |, were still searching
for a pre-school for our son, PJ. We had just moved to Fair
Haven from Virginia the summer before. Finding a house had
been easy — just like now, it was a buyer’s market! Enrolling his
older brother and sister at Sickles School in town seemed even
more automatic. Placing PJ proved to be a little more difficult.

He was a young 4 and a little shy. Pre-schools in the vicinity were few and far between. And of the choices we
identified, some were ridiculously expensive, while others were not exactly our idea of a traditional environment. On
top of that, we really didn’'t know who to trust for advice. Having both grown up in Pennsylvania, and spending nearly
every childhood summer vacation at the Jersey Shore, coming to this area almost felt like going home. And yet, in
many ways, we still felt like outsiders and newcomers. This wasn't Wildwood, and we didn’'t know a soul. Unlike so
many people we have come to meet since then, we had no family or old friends here. We were starting over, my job
being transferred when the tiny and historic Army outpost where | worked was shut down by the DOD Base
Realignment and Closure Committee. Better known as the BRAC, this is, ironically, the same group shutting Fort
Monmouth down in three short years.

If bad luck is following me around from base to base, however, it certainly wasn't the day we discovered Tower Hill
School. “Tower what?” | remember saying to my wife when she first told me about it. “Tower Hill,” she repeated. “The
white church with the tall spire at the top of the hill on the back road into Red Bank” “That's a Presbyterian church,
isn’'tit?” (We’re Catholic.)“Yes” she said, “but the school isnon-denominational.” If this was supposed to convince me,
it didn’t work. “Oh, and it's a co-op,” she tried to add innocently.

If | was skeptical before, | was even more skeptical now, the word co-op instantly conjuring pictures to me of bare feet,
organicvegetables, subversive art, and people with decidedly different political perspectivesthan mine. “Not THAT kind
of co-op,” she said. “Everyone | talked to has great things to say about it.” How right “everyone” was.

Our experience started with the inimitable mix of warmth, wisdom, and wit that defined the character of the legendary
Mrs. Crupi. PJfound his first voice through her, and his feet, his place among others outside our busy, burgeoning
home, and a sense of wonder and accomplishment. A year later, when a terrible tragedy struck our family, Mrs. Crupi
seemed to re-double her efforts to embrace us, and we learned that she had suffered a terrible tragedy of her own
recently. A bond was formed, the kind commonplace typically only among family, when you connect at an emotional
level. Years later, when PJ was no longer her student, it seemed as if we were all still in her care.

It took us a few years to recover, and we might have overdone it a little when we did. We had two children, Tori and
Hank, nearly back-to-back. In 2003, when it was time to select Tori’s pre-school, there was no hesitation, no thought,
no choice whatsoever, really. We had only one question: was Mrs. Crupi still there? Not only was the answer to that
guestion yes, but we discovered that our neighbor from down the street, Susan DeBrigard, was now the director.

We were certainly sad when Mrs. Crupi decided to retire. For us, she was Tower Hill School. And naturally, we were
a little wary about a new teacher, any new teacher. But now, having entrusted both Tori and Hank into the firm, but
tender, and very capable hands of Mrs. Gorski, we have come to believe there is something magical about the school
itself. Something that transcends any one single person. Something that is derived from both the place and the
concept, and the people who carry on the place and the concept, from year to year.

Now, it's 2008, and thirteen years later, so many Mommy Helper (and some Daddy Helper) days behind us, so many
Bear Fairs and committees, and yes, even so many changes (the security system, the reclamation of the lower
playground, and now, a new playground on the horizon...) it's our turn to move on. We no longer feel like newcomers
or outsiders. Our oldest two are in college, PJis a freshman at Rumson-Fair Haven Regional High School, Toriisin 2"
Grade, and next year Hank will be attending kindergarten, joining his big sister at Sickles school. He's our baby. Our
last child. And this is our last year at Tower Hill School.

When | th ink back on the first day, | can’t imagine what our lives would be like without it.



November Wreath Fundr aiser



