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   FROM  THE

        DIRECTOR’S DESK
                                  By Susan deBrigard

I t  seem s just  like yesterday that  I  was welcoming everyone
to  school on th eir firs t day.  I can hard ly  believe that t his is
our last Coop Scoop for th e school year.   It i s alw ays di ffi cult
for me to put  into words the joy of being the Director of
such a wonderful  school. To be sur rounded by such a special
group of fam i li es, chi ld ren and staff,  I am  tru ly blessed.    It
is amazing to observe the children’s growth thr oughout the
year and the many fri endships that begin at Tower H i ll
School and cont inue for a li fetim e.

M y best  wishes to Kathy Clapp who resigned as
Adm inistrati ve Assistant to  accept a positi on in a fri end’s
new business.  I  want to congratulate Jennifer Kelly,
Adm inistrative Assistant  and M aria Lewis, Receptionist  and
Extended Care Bookkeeper  in their  new posi t ions.  I  look
forward to workin g wit h these two very talented wom en.   
 

There have been m any special t im es this year.  Special guest
speakers who taught the children why “I t ’s OK to be
Di fferent ” .  It  is always rem arkable to watch chi ldren and
parents growing and becoming more secur e in the
chal lenging world around them .  To see al l  the br ight  shiny
faces of your d ear  children coming to school opening day
wi th their  parents by their  side is unforget table.  And
im agine the birth  of approxim ately 10  fu tu re Tower H i ll
School stu dents! 

Fall  brought school pictures with M r. Tuna fish, H alloween
parades, and for many chi ldren, the fi rst  tim e away from
M om for a whole two or two and half-hours.  We celebrated
Thanksgiving together  with many yum m y treats, and at
Chri stm as tim e collected school suppl ies for chi ldren less
fortunate than we were.  The chi ldren sang so beaut i ful ly for
the “Young at H eart”  luncheon, and we visited the sanctuary
to  see the Kindergarten Christm as Pageants.  The mi ld
winter  didn’t  bri ng us any sleigh riding days.  We’l l  just have
to wear our pajam as inside out m ore frequent ly . In
February who could forget  the wonderful  evening we had at
the fundr aising dinner , “One Small  Step for Tower H i l l , One
Giant Leap for our Chi ldren” and then  in Apri l  “Bear Fair ”.
What a fun day we had spendi ng tim e together  playing
games, making boats in “Grandpa’s Workshop”  and eating
yum m y baked goods! (Oh and who could forget  the loll ipop
tree.) 

Please join us for the
annual

 
Board Changeover

Meeting 
Wednesday, May 21, 7:30pm

Webster Hall

May/June Calendar

May 2 (Fri )
Professional Day, no classes

May 8 (Thurs)
Executive Committee Meeting, 9:15am

May 21 (Wed)
Board Changeover Meeting, 7:30 pm

May 26 (Mon)
Memorial Day , school closed

M ay 27 & 28 ( Tues & W ed))
Last Days for Preschool

May 29 & 3 0 (Thurs & Fri)
Last Days of Extended Care

June 3,4,5 & 6 (Tues  - Fri )
Primary  School Half  Days

June 6 (Fri)
Primary  School Last Day



   FROM  THE

        BOARD PRESIDEN T
                                  By Adrienne Hoban

One of the highl ights of the Tower H i l l  school year is our
favor i te Bear Fair  and I know I  speak for  all  of you who
attended when I say i t was a superb day! Our t hanks go
out to Lori  and Frank Bru sco, Cathy Rom ano and their
enti re comm it tee for worki ng so hard in put t ing together
this fest ival of sm i les and groovin’ tunes cour tesy of
M ichael M axwell and Dan Corb oy’s band, The Wag. This
event just keeps getting better an d better each year!

Final ly, the sounds I ’ve been wait ing to hear al l  year long
have ar ri ved. N o, it  isn’t  the sounds of spr ing birds
singing their  sweet  songs but  the noisy, crashing sounds
of constructi on equipm ent dem olishing the upper
playground! Our heartfelt  thanks go out to Andrea
LeLand and playground archi tect  Jim  Gilday for al l  of
their  hard work year  long in m aking our  dream a real i ty!
Their  efforts as well  as al l  of your  generous donations
have enabled us to bui ld a new playground for
generations of Tower H i l l  chi ldren to enjoy for many
years to come. Photos were taken to document the
playground in i ts ti red state from m any years of love and
fun as well  as groundbreaking photos of some of the
children alongside the bulldozers. Their  excitement was
palpable! The old playground no longer  exists and
ant icipation is in the air as we eagerly await  the progress.
Stay tuned folks!

As you can im agine, I  have spent  many hours throughout
the year in the school off ice working with Susan prepar ing
for m onthl y Board of Directors and Executive Com m it tee
m eet ings or just having one of our daily chats. You may
have seen m e as a fixtur e at  Eileen’s desk where I was
wri t ing speeches, let ters to parent s and m onthly Coop
Scoop art icles or correspondi ng via em ail  to various

parent reps and com m ittee chair s. But I w anted to share with
you what I  saw each and every tim e I stood at the copier
wait ing for m y work t o spit  out . Over the copier hangs a
beaut i ful  water color painti ng of Tower H i l l  School wi th these
words:

Tower H i l l  is a place where you can be silent and sti l l  be
heard…
Where you can ask and find  out  who you are…
Where people laugh with  you about yourself…
Where sorrow is divided and joy mul t ipl ied…
Where we share and love and grow.

This precious painti ng was a gift  to the school from  a form er
parent  and poignant ly descr ibes the spir i t  of Tower H i l l . You
al l  know how much I  love this school as I  have expressed my
sentim ents many tim es thr oughout the year. This is such a
rem arkable school and it i s the perfect harm ony of parents
and staff working together  in the spir i t  of true cooperation
that makes our children thr ive. This has been such a
wonderful  year and i t has been my honor and pleasure to
have served as President  and I  couldn’t  have done it  without
the suppor t  and guidance from m y dear and loyal fr iend
Susan deBrigard. H er patience, kindness and loving ways set
the tone for the ent i re school. I  look forward to applauding
Jenni fer Bruno for  the great  job she wi l l  do next  year at the
helm . Unli ke my predecessors, I w i ll  be staying at Tower H i ll
for another year, so no tears will b e shed --at least not t his
year! 

I’d  lik e to thank the Board of D i rectors for  their  suppor t , I
have enjoyed worki ng with you! And  to the Executi ve
Comm it tee, I ’d like to thank every Parent Rep and Com m it tee
Chair  for their  great work al l  year to keep the school runni ng
so sm oothly. Your ent husiasm  was contagious and wi th many
of you returni ng to your posit ions next year, I  know it  wi l l  be
another  great year! To the beloved staff of Tower H i l l , I ’d like
to  express my sin cere gratitu de. You are the heart  of th is
school and you have made such a last ing im pact  on our
children and famil ies as a whole. I  wi l l  always cherish the
wonderf ul m em ories you have created for us here in  th is
special comm unity that is Tower H i l l . This school is a gem
that wi l l  never lose i ts radiance! To all  of our school fami l ies,
I  hope you have had a special year making new fri ends and
watching your  chi ldren blossom. I  wish everyone a safe and
fun fi l led sum m er!

TH Church-Family Ministries 

 July 21-25 - Vacation Bible     
 School (Discovering Jesus’

Miraculous Power)

August 11-15 - Summer Music Camp (God’s
Creation)

To all  of th e parents who volu nteer their ti m e at Tower H i ll
School in so m any ways, to the Board of Director ’s and
Execut ive Comm it tee for always suppor t ing the school
phi losophy, and to Adrienne Hoban for her beautiful  smi le,
sense of hum or and contagious ent husiasm, I  thank you
from the bottom of m y heart !  Special thanks also go to our
Coop Scoop Co-Chairs, Karen McKay and Susan Mur ray
for a creative and inform ative newslet ter  every m onth.   To
th e staff,  I could n’t do i t w i th out you as you enrich  my li fe
in so many ways.  I hope al l  of you have a safe and relaxing
sum m er .  It  has been a wonder ful  year and very rewarding
in m any ways. I  can’t  wait  to put  on m y new school shoes
next year!



In  t he 
BEAR FAIR  

GUMMY BEAR J AR
t here  were

2336 bears!

Winners
Lill ian Chen, age 3 (2500)

Addie Spencer,  age 11 (2115)
Alexandr a Gmoch, age 5 (2044)

Runners up: Kat hryn , age 7 (2006),
Mackenzie, age 3 (2000) , Olivia Br uno, age
5 (1967), Ja ck Prewit , age 4 (1865), Liam,
age 7 (1850),  Andr ew Romano, age 3 (1825)

 

Tower H i l l  Church is embarking on a Vi si on f or  t he
H ill  ini t iative.  It ’s a 3-year plan to fix some pressing

probl ems in the 50-year-old church bui lding - to make
enhancements that w i l l  help the Church minister more

effect ively - and to br ing new focus on vi tal mission
outreach to the comm uni ty and abroad.

Exam ples of im pro vements include install ing air-
condit ioning to Webster H all  and the parlor , adding an
elevator, and providing larger , up-to-date handi capped-

accessible restroom s.

10% of the Vision for the Hi l l  fund  wi l l  support  new
m ission outreach thro ugh an expanded partnersh ip with
Aslan Youth M ini st r ies - to help their  work in Red Bank

and Asbury  Park , and also in  H aiti.

Please be aware as you visit   Tower H i l l  School in August
and  September that you wi l l  start  to see some of these
exciti ng im pro vements and that we wi l l  be worki ng to

m inim ize any inconvenience to the school’s dai ly
operations.

Thank You

We just wanted to say a HUGE thank you to the
Spring Dinner Fundraising Committee! You all
worked so hard with so much enthusiasm and joy.
That big pile of dirt behind the school is the
reward! We enjoyed getting to know you and
hope you have wonderful summers! 

Amy Prewett & Amy Sullivan

      Rem i n d ers
BOOKKE EPI NG DETAILS 
by Jen Kelly 

We are in the hom e st retch!  I ’d l ike to thank everyone for
m aking my fi rst  year as Extended Care Bookkeeper a great
one.  Just  a few rem in ders…..

· Payment for perm anent spots m ust be received by
the fir st  of the month. 

· Paym ent  for extended care and sibl ing care is due
each tim e your chi ld attends.

· If yo u have a balance exceeding $200 , your chi ld
wil l  not be able to att end EC/ Sib  Care until
paym ent  has been received.

Fortunately, we have not had to keep anyone from
attendi ng because of signi f icant  balances.  Thank you for
m aking payments in a tim ely manner.  Al though
statem ent s are sent  out monthly if there are existing
balances, I would ask that you please m ake every effort t o
pay appropri ately as stated above.

To keep things runn ing smoothl y as we enter t he last
weeks of school, all  sibli ng care and extend care paym ents
are due by Friday, M ay 23. Please make paym ents in
advance or on the day your  chi ld at tends. This wi l l  be of
great help as we prepare to close th e books for the year.
Thanks in advance for your  cooperation.



 

M ay 3 - Lauren Badal
M ay 13 - N ancy Swensen

M ay 25 - Juli e B eard
M ay 27 - Kathy Clapp
June 6 - Fr an Gorski

July 25 - Li sa Pershan
July 27 - E il een Call ori
August 10 - Joyce H ir t

August  16 - Laraine G aunt

Thank You

To Everyone on the Toys and Equipment
committee: 

Thanks for all of your hard work! We met twice
this year to clean the classroom toys in our
children's classrooms. Both times, the turnout was
great. All of the parents pitched in and the clean-
ups were a breeze. This is a huge help to the
teachers and helps keep the children healthy!
Thanks again for dedicating your time and energy.
This is a good example of the kinds of invisible
tasks that keep our school ship shape! 

Follow these steps to disinfect washable, colorfast
toys at home: 

1. Clean toys with a solution of 3/4 cup household
bleach in 1 gallon of water. Let them stand for 5
minutes. 

2. Rinse completely and dry. 
3.Wash toys in soapy water, then rinse
thoroughly.

 

Michele & Joe LaValle

See You S oon!

For our 5 and 6 year old alumni, come play with
us at Extended Care before or after your

Kindergarten day.

Keeping Busy
by Shirley Hughes

Painti ng a picture
For Everyone to see.

Bui lding a tower -
H ow high wi l l  it  be?

Raising a dust  cloud,
Sweeping the floor.

M aking sandy castles
On the seashore.

Keeping step - left, ri ght -
M arching together.

Stomping in the mud and damp,
Who cares about the weather?

Chatt ing on the telephone -
I s anybody there?

Bouncing high and showing off
W ith  both  feet in  the air

H amm ering in the wooden pegs,
H it t ing each with care.

Eating up my supper
On my own li ttl e chair .

St retching out  with both hands,
Catching the ball .

Then rest ing on a cushion,
Doing noth ing at all .



A Farewell, A Remembrance
By Greg Hyduke

In the spring of 1995, my w ife, Lisa, and I , were st ill searching
for a pre-school fo r our son, PJ. We had ju st moved to  Fair

Haven from Virginia the summer before. Finding a house had
been easy – ju st like now, it w as a buyer’s market!  Enrolling his
older brother and sister at Sickles School in town seemed even
more automatic.  Placing PJ proved to  be a little  more difficult. 

He was a young 4 and a lit t le shy. Pre-schools in t he vicinity were few and far between. And of the choices we
ident ified, some were r idiculously expensive, while others were not exact ly our idea of a t radit ional environment. On
top of t hat, w e really didn’t know who to  tr ust fo r advice. Having both grown up in Pennsylvania, and spending nearly
every childhood summer vacat ion at th e Jersey Shore, coming to  th is area almost felt lik e going home. And yet, in
many w ays, we still felt  like outsiders and newcomers. This wasn’t  Wildwood, and w e didn’t  know a soul. Unlike so
many people we have come to meet since then, w e had no family or old friends here. We were start ing over, my job
being t ransferred when the t iny and historic Army outpost where I  worked was shut down by t he DOD Base
Realignment and Closure Committe e. Bette r known as the BRAC, th is is, ironically, the  same group shutti ng Fort
Monmouth  down in th ree short  years. 

I f bad luck is fo llowing me around fr om base t o base, however, it  certainly w asn’t t he day w e discovered Tower Hill
School. “Tower what?”  I  remember saying to my wife when she first  told me about it . “Tower Hill,”  she repeated. “The
white church w ith the tall spire at the top of the hill on the back road into Red Bank.”  “That’s a Presbyterian church,
isn’t  it?”  (We’re Catholic.)“Yes,”  she said, “ but t he school is non-denominational.”  I f this was supposed to convince me,
it  didn’t  work. “Oh, and it ’s a co-op,”  she t ried to add innocently.

If I w as skeptical before, I w as even more skeptical now, the word co-op instantly conjuring pictures to m e of b are feet,
organic vegetables, subversive art, and people w ith decidedly different polit ical perspect ives t han mine. “Not THAT kind
of co-op,”  she said. “Everyone I  talked to has great things to say about it .”  How r ight “everyone” was.

Our experience started w ith  the  inimitable mix of warmth, wisdom, and wit tha t d efined the  character of the  legendary
Mrs. Crupi. PJ found his f irst  voice through her, and his feet, his place among others outside our busy, burgeoning
home, and a sense of wonder and accomplishment. A year later, when a terrible tragedy struck our family, Mrs. Crupi
seemed to re-double her efforts to embrace us, and we learned that she had suffered a terrible t ragedy of her own
recent ly. A bond was formed, the kind commonplace typically only among family, when you connect at an emotional
level. Years later, w hen PJ was no longer her student, i t seemed as if w e were all st ill in her care. 

I t  took us a few years to recover, and we might have overdone it  a lit t le when we did. We had two children, Tori and
Hank, nearly back-to -back. In  2003, when it w as time to select Tori’s pre-school, there was no hesitation, no tho ught,
no choice whatsoever, really. We had only one quest ion:  was Mrs. Crupi st ill there? Not only was the answer to that
question yes, but w e discovered tha t ou r neighbor f rom down the  street,  Susan DeBrigard, was now the  director.

We were certa inly sad when Mrs. Crupi decided to re tire. For us, she was Tower Hill School. And naturally, w e were
a lit t le wary about a new teacher, any new teacher. But now, having entrusted both Tori and Hank into the firm, but
tender, and very capable hands of Mrs. Gorski, we have come to believe there is something magical about the school
itself. Something that t ranscends any one single person. Something that is derived fr om both the place and the
concept,  and the  people who carry on the  place and the  concept,  f rom year to y ear.

Now, it 's 2008, and thirteen years later, so many Mommy Helper (and some Daddy Helper) days behind us, so many
Bear Fairs and committees, and yes, even so many changes ( the security system, the reclamation of the lower
playground, and now, a new playground on the  horizon...) it’s our turn  to m ove on. We no longer feel like newcomers
or outsiders. Our oldest two are in college, PJ is a f reshman at Rumson-Fair Haven Regional High School, Tori is in 2nd

Grade, and next year Hank will be attending kindergarten, joining his big sister at Sickles school. He’s our baby. Our
last child. And th is is our last year at Tower Hill School.

When I th ink back on th e fi rst d ay, I ca n’t imagine what our lives would be like w ithout it. 



N ovember  W r eath Fundr aiser

As Autumn has ar r ived our  Annual W r eath

Poinset t ia Fundra iser is j ust  around t he corner.

W est  H aven Farms has agr eed once again t o

prov ide us wit h a beaut if ul assort ment  of

W re at hs, Roping and Poinset t ias. Please support

Tower H il l  School by pur chasing your  H oliday

Gr eener y fro m our  fundr aiser.  Look for  or der

form s in your chi ld ’s t ote  or i n the  of fi ce

beginning in earl y November.

Thank you in advance f or your s upport . 


